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Experiences  
Facts & Rates 

_______________ 

 

Location  
 
A stay in the spectacular park-like surrounds of Huka Lodge at Taupō, places guests at the doorstep to a 
host of wonderful experiences of the destination, from the traditional fly-fishing on the banks of the Waikato 
River to hiking, luxury cruising, golfing and more. Of course, the luxurious setting at Huka Lodge invites 
leisurely pursuits onsite, including tennis, pétanque and croquet, while the option to read a book on the 
riverbank, wander the garden paths or enjoy a drink on the terrace are equally appealing.    
 
Huka Lodge works with premium local guides and operators to offer a selection of activities to enhance 
your stay and add to your enjoyment of the magnificent surrounds. Any of the region’s tours can be booked 
with the assistance of Huka Lodge Reservations and the friendly Reception team. Please note, bookings are 
subject to availability and published cancellation terms apply for the respective operators. 
 

Seasons of the North Island  
 
New Zealand’s North Island seasons are distinct, offering a new set of experiences in each season with a 
marked maritime influence. During the summer months, average daytime temperatures range from 14°C-
32°C. In autumn, golden landscapes welcome temperatures from 8-15°C during the day. Winter in Taupō 
brings temperatures during daylight hours between 6-12°C, perfect for skiing followed by cosy nights 
warmed by an open fire. The crisp, blue-skied days of spring see daytime temperatures of 10-15°C. 

Season Average daytime temp Average overnight temp 
Summer (December---February) 14-32°C (57-90°F)  9-11°C (48-53°F) 
Autumn (March---May) 8-15°C (46-59°F)  5-9°C (41-48°F) 
Winter (June---August) 6-12°C (42-53°F) 3-4°C (37-39°F) 
Spring (September---November) 10-15°C (50-59°F) 4-9°C (39-48°F) 
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Lodge  
Activities 
_______________ 
 
  

Tennis An all-weather tennis court is offered on site and tennis rackets and balls are 
provided for guest use. Expert instruction may be arranged for those wishing 
to work on their game for NZ$215 per hour. A surcharge of NZ$215 applies on 
Christmas Day. 

  

Pétanque & 
croquet 

For a relaxing endeavour pétanque or croquet courses are set up on the 
lawn area near the tennis court, the perfect pastime on a slow-paced 
afternoon. 

  

Pool complex A swimming pool and two spa pools are available for the enjoyment of all 
guests, with towels provided at the poolside. 

  

Mountain bikes Mountain bikes and helmets are offered for those wishing to explore on two 
wheels. Maps are available at Reception. 

  

Private yoga 
instructor 

A private, guided yoga session may be arranged on the dedicated yoga lawn 
or alternatively provided in-suite from NZ$215 per hour. 

  

Babysitting Babysitters can be arranged for 1-2 children at a rate of NZ$30 per hour.  
NZ$35 per hour applies on all public holidays including Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Years’ Eve, New Years’ Day. A booking fee of NZ$25 
may apply (subject to availability of babysitters). 
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Beauty & Wellness 
_______________ 

Janesce Facial 60 minutes from NZ$195  

Featuring the organic, plant-based Janesce skincare range, this complete facial treatment commences with a gentle cleanse and 
exfoliation before a relaxing shoulder, neck and face massage using aromatic oils. An intensive mask is applied followed by floral 
mist or concentrate under a moisturiser, to leave skin feeling fresh and renewed. 

Age Defying Solution Facial 75 minutes from NZ$245  

This facial experience is designed to treat skin that is tired, stressed or lacking in vitality and to reverse any negative effects arising from 
exposure to free radicals. Powerful ingredients such as ginseng, Siberian pine, silk and myrrh work to improve the microcirculation and 
oxygenation of your skin. 

Green Peel Facial 70 minutes from NZ$280  

Your skin is stimulated and refreshed with natural herbs to reveal a complexation that appears brighter and fresher. This treatment 
is the ideal for tired skin and is an effective prevention against premature aging and loss of elasticity. 

Revival Facial 30 minutes from NZ$105   

A nurturing facial treatment to relieve stress and clear the mind. 

Collagen & Elastin Facial 60 minutes from $205  

This facial is designed to boost collagen synthesis while moisturising the epidermis and strengthening the cellular matrix. Works to 
improve skin elasticity and slow down the aging process. 
 
Eye Treatments From NZ$30 each, all three from NZ$80 

 
A lash tint, brow tint or brow shape is available.  
 
Express Manicure or Pedicure 30 minutes from NZ$80 

Cuticle work, cut, buffer and polish using Vinalyx (shellac or acrylic nails not available). An additional charge of NZ$60 applies to 
remove shellac before a manicure or a pedicure. 

Deluxe Manicure or Pedicure 60-75 minutes from NZ$199 

Includes a soak, nail shaping, buffing, relaxing massage, mask and paraffin wax treatment and polish.  

Relaxation Massage 60 minutes from NZ$187 per hour 

Feel tension slip away with a soothing aromatic body massage. Beautiful botanical blends are chosen at the start of each treatment 
to compliment the way you feel on the day. A warm towel compress gently relaxes the muscles to ease them into the therapeutic 
benefit of massage. Choose from deep tissue, soft tissue or remedial massage to personalise your wellness experience.  
 
Hot Stone Massage 60 minutes from NZ$225 

This nurturing and therapeutic treatment integrates massage with warmed basalt stones. The luxurious magic of the rocks works 
with the body’s pressure points to invigorate muscles, remedy tension and to activate natural release, allowing muscles and tissues 
to soften, leaving your body uplifted and dancing with joy.  
 
Hair Styling From NZ$110 

In suite hair styling, blow waves and treatments are available. 

 

Subject to availability and surcharge of  
NZ$50 applies for treatments booked  

after 9pm and on public holidays 
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Lake  
Cruising 
_______________ 
 
At 616-square kilometres, Lake Taupō has the equivalent land mass of Singapore. The Lake’s attractive 
pumice sand beaches give it the appearance of an inland ocean and it offers excellent all year-round scenic 
lake cruises and fishing experiences. Most fishing on the lake takes the form of trolling using either lures or 
flies, with the catch averaging around four pounds. All lake cruises include tea and coffee, a buffet luncheon, 
wine and beverages, all fishing equipment and fishing licences as well as clay target shooting (if weather 
conditions permit). If you would like to enjoy the use of a kayak or paddle board, this can be arranged at an 
additional cost. This activity is seasonal and operates in the summer months only. 
 

Half-day cruise 
 
Cruise – 4 hours 
Transfers – 30 minutes return 
Allow 4.5 hours for this excursion  
 

A four-hour cruise will take you to the Māori rock carvings, and on a 
clear day, the majestic volcanoes of Mts. Ruapehu, Ngauruhoe and 
Tongariro can be seen at the southern end of the lake.  
 

• NZ$2,255 for 2 guests 
• NZ$2,425 for 3 guests 
• NZ$2,595 for 4 guests 
• NZ$170 per additional adult 
• NZ$85 per child 

 

Full-day cruise 
 
Cruise – 8 hours 
Transfers – 30-minutes return 
Allow 8.5 hours for this excursion  
 

An eight-hour cruise leaves the whole day to explore the crystal-clear 
waters of Lake Taupō and the beauty and privacy of the Western Bays.  
 

• NZ$4,260 for 2 guests 
• NZ$4,470 for 3 guests 
• NZ$4,680 for 4 guests 
• NZ$210 per additional adult 
• NZ$85 per child 

 

Floatplane & boat 
cruise 
 
Allow 4 hours for this excursion  
*Guest capacity varies   
depending on cumulative weight 
including luggage  

Enjoy the best of both worlds with this exciting combination of outdoor 
activities. Embark via floatplane for a 30-minute scenic flight over the 
headwaters of the Waikato River, and on to the geothermal wonders of 
Craters of the Moon. Fly over Lake Taupō and land on the crystal-clear 
waters of Whakaipo Bay, where a private launch awaits your arrival. 
Continue your journey via scenic cruise on Lake Taupō. Fish for rainbow 
trout, enjoy the spectacular scenery and the details of the renowned 
Māori rock carvings. Fishing licences and transfers included. 
 

• NZ$2,305 for 2 guests* 
• NZ$130 per person for lunch (beverages additional) 

 
 

 



 

HUKA LODGE | RESERVE@HUKALODGE.COM | +64 7 378 5791 | HUKALODGE.COM 6 

 

Fly Fishing 
_______________ 
 
Fly fishing for trout in Taupō’s rivers is steeped in tradition in the region and was the original motivation for travellers to 
stay at Huka Lodge almost a century ago. Today, the waters around Taupō remain rich in brown and rainbow trout. 
Anglers come to the local rivers to fish for spawning trout, which run up the rivers from Lake Taupō during the colder 
winter months. Both rainbow and brown trout frequent these waters and disappointments are rare. 
 

For guests at Huka Lodge, a fly-fishing adventure may be a half or full day experience, in the company of a personal 
fishing guide. Guides provide pick up and drop off, transfer to the day’s chosen fishing location as well as providing top 
quality rods, reels, waders and flies. Fly fishing casting lessons are also available on the Huka Lodge lawns with a 
dedicated fly-fishing instructor. There’s no wading required! 
 
 

Learn to fly fish 
Join the lodge’s experienced fly fishing instructor on the lawn for a private lesson on casting techniques. The knowledge 
and skills gained during the session will equip you well for future fishing experiences. No wading required. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
NZ$420 for 2 guests 
 
Duration 
Up to 2 hours 

Fly fishing safari 
Crystal waters, an expert guide, and the sound of the reel screaming while the rod is bent double on a gleaming rainbow 
trout is an unforgettable experience, whether you’re new to fly fishing or an experienced angler. Inclusive of casting 
tuition, fishing and licences, waders and equipment as well as gourmet picnic lunch and 4WD transfers – it’s an angler’s 
dream day out. Option to depart morning or afternoon. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
NZ$1,390 for 1-2 guests 
 
Duration 
Fishing – 4.5 hours 
Transfers – 1.5 hours return 
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River fishing 
Year-round fishing in the Taupo region is exciting, especially in the winter months, which is a good reason to get your feet 
cold and your lines tight! Cast a line like a local and benefit from the knowledge of an Orvis endorsed guide on a half or 
full day fly fishing expedition. Inclusive of 4WD transfers, gourmet picnic lunch, fishing licences and all fishing equipment. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
Half day NZ$880 for 1 guest, NZ$900 for 2 guests 
Full day NZ$1,690 for 1-2 guests 
 
Duration 
4 hours & 8 hours (1 hour transit) 

Raft fishing 
Go rafting and fishing on the mighty Tongariro River! The abundance of wild trout is incomparable, and conditions are 
ideal for angling isolation with clear natural pools and runs filled with large numbers of quality fighting fish. Trips can be 
tailored to suit every angler’s specific needs. 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
Full day NZ$3,130 for 1-2 guests 
 
Available 1 Dec – 31 May 
 
Duration 
8 hours (1 hour transit) 

Wilderness heli fishing 
The ultimate fly-fishing experience for the more competent angler including a full-day guided fishing tour, exhilarating 
helicopter transfers and lunch. The often trophy-size trout can be sighted in the crystal-clear streams, challenging the 
fisherman’s skills with either a dry fly or nymph. 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
We can design this adventure to suit your needs and provide 
pricing accordingly upon request 
 
Available 1 Nov – 31 Mar, subject to availability 



 

HUKA LODGE | RESERVE@HUKALODGE.COM | +64 7 378 5791 | HUKALODGE.COM 8 

Hikes & Walks 
_______________ 
 
The geography of Taupō's central tableland surrounded by dramatic volcanic peaks and combined with pristine wilderness, 
complex waterways and a strong Māori culture make it a fascinating region for walking and hiking. Hiking in Taupō requires 
good walking boots, a hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, camera, waterproof jacket, and weather appropriate clothing. 
 

 

Kawakawa Bay to Kinloch 
A two-hour guided hike leads through lush 
wilderness to a lookout offering panoramic 
views over the Western Bays of Lake Taupō. 
From here, the trail leads down towards the 
remote and secluded Kawakawa Bay, 
accessible only by boat or on foot. Here, a 
vessel awaits for a cruise around Lake Taupō 
with a delicious lunch served onboard. 
 

_______ 
 

Duration 
Hike time: 2.5 hours  
Cruise time: 3 hours 
Travel time: 30 minutes 
return 
 

Guide Tariff 
NZ$3,695 for 2 guests 
NZ$3,865 for 3 guests 
NZ$4,035 for 4 guests 

  
 

Tongariro Alpine Crossing 
Regarded as New Zealand’s best day hike, 
the Tongarino Alpine Crossing traverses the 
World Heritage-listed Tongariro National 
Park, home to some of the most scenic and 
volcanically active places in the country. The  
track winds up the Mangatepopo Valley to 
the saddle between Mts Tongariro and 
Ngāuruhoe, climbing to the Red Crater 
before descending to the Emerald Lakes. 

_______ 
 

Duration 
Hike time: 7-9-hours 
(distance 18.5km one way) 
Travel time: 3 hours return 
 

Guide Tariff 
1-4 guests including return 
transfers NZ$1,885 
Note, ice axes and 
crampons are required 
between 1 Jun–15 Oct 

 
 

Greenstone Lake 
Nestled on the side of Mt. Pihanga to the 
south of Taupō, Greenstone Lake is a special 
place for tree lovers and birdwatchers alike. 
A low to medium fitness level is required. 

_______ 
 

Duration 
Hike time: 2.5 hours  
Travel time: 2 hours return 
 

Guide Tariff 
NZ$840 for 1-2 guests 

 
 

Taranaki Falls/Silica 
Rapids 
Hike through Tongariro National Park across 
easy grade mountainous terrain to view the 
spectacular Taranaki Falls. Alternatively, take 
the trail through tussock country and 
mountain beech forest to view the terraces 
of the Silica Rapids. Low to medium fitness 
level required. 

_______ 
 

Duration 
Hike time: 4-hours  
Travel time: 1 hour return 
 

Guide Tariff 
NZ$1,010 for 1-2 guests 
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Full Day Guided Hikes  
___________ 
 

 
 

Waihohonu Hut hike 
Journey along a moderately easy trail 
through tussock land and beech forest to 
the historic Waihohonu Hut once used as a 
stop-over for stage coaches. Continue on for 
rewarding views of the pristine Ohinepango 
Springs before returning along Desert Road. 
A high level of fitness is required.  

_______ 
 
Duration 
Hike time: 4 hours 
Travel time: 3 hours return 
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$1,260 for 1-2 guests 

 
 

Tama Lake hike 
Cross undulating tussock country and alpine 
herb fields to encounter a stunning view of 
the lower lake, before the track climbs 
steeply to the upper lake. Tama Lake 
occupies old explosion craters on the Tama 
saddle between Mts. Ruapehu and 
Ngāuruhoe.  

_______ 
 
Duration 
Hike time: 5-6 hours 
Travel time: 3 hours return 
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$1,595 for 1-2 guests 

 
 

Great Lake Trail  
Enjoy expansive views of Lake Taupō and 
the majestic volcanoes of Tongariro National 
Park, passing vast stands of Kamahi trees 
and Echo Rock before descending down the 
Kotukutuku stream. The trail ends at 
stunning Waihora Bay, where the water 
shuttle awaits to transfer walkers back to 
Kinloch. Requires a medium level of fitness. 

_______ 
 
Duration 
Hike time: 5 hours 
Trave time: 1.5 hours 
return 
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$2,030 for 1-2 guests 

:  

Opepe Reserve 
Venture on the southern or northern walking 
tracks within the Opepe Scenic and Historic 
Reserve through mature podocarp forest 
and encounter a landscape drastically 
altered by the Taupō eruption of 186AD. At 
the farthest point on the circuit, walkers 
witness the remains of what was once the 
Opepe Township. 

_______ 
 
Duration 
Hike time: 2 hours  
Travel time: 30-minutes 
return  
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$505 for 1-2 guests 
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Scenic Heli  
Experiences 
_______________ 

 

Mini Huka Experience 
The adventure begins with a private vehicle transfer from Huka Lodge to a waiting helicopter, taking in Taupō's natural 
attractions from on high. Fly over Mt. Tauhara and enjoy a bird’s-eye-view of the Wairakei Geothermal Terraces, where 
silica-enriched water cascades over terraces from the geyser to the blue pools below. Silica deposits have formed 
astounding terraces reminiscent of the world-renowned Pink and White Terraces of Tarawera. From the helicopter 
cockpit enjoy aerial views of the Craters of the Moon, the northern shores of Lake Taupō and the magnificent 
Ngatoroirangi Mine Bay Māori rock carvings. Join a private transfer to Taupō Boat Harbour for the next leg of this tour, 
and step aboard a private launch for three hours of cruising and trout fishing on beautiful Lake Taupō. 
 

 

_______ 

Tariff 

From NZ$5,868 
Flight time – 30 mins 
Allow 3.5-4 hrs, including transit 
Includes: Lunch on board, wines and beverages, trout fishing and 

fishing licences. 

 
  

Ultimate Huka Experience 
Depart on a full day heli adventure on the Ultimate Huka Experience, flying north or south from the lodge to zoom over 
rivers and mountains, spotting wildlife and enjoying lunch along the way. Fly south from Huka Lodge to the Kaimanawa 
Range wilderness, with possible sightings of wild horses and Red or Sika deer. Return to Lake Taupō along mountain 
ranges and over the vast craters of the Tongariro National Park. Alternatively, a northerly flight takes in the thundering 
Huka Falls and follows the Waikato River to the Wai-O-Tapu and Waimangu geothermal regions. Take a daring flight 
over the dormant volcanic cone of Mt. Tarawera, which last erupted in 1886. Return to Lake Taupō via some of the 
spectacularly lush farm and forest lands of central North Island. After an eighty-minute Heli flight, meet a luxury cruise in 
a remote bay on Lake Taupō. Enjoy a delicious buffet lunch and cruise back to the Taupō Marina, with the chance to try 
trout fishing along the way. 
 

 

_______ 

Tariff 

Southern flight – from NZ$10,350 for 1-2 guests  
Northern flight – from NZ$11,082 for 1-2 guests  
Allow 6-7 hrs, including transit 
Includes: Lunch on board, wines and beverages, trout fishing and 
fishing licences. Subject to boat and helicopter availability. 
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Golfing  
_______________ 
 
Just minutes’ drive from Huka Lodge are two world class golf courses available to guests, the Wairakei International Golf 
Course and Sanctuary and the Kinloch Signature Golf Course. Please note, the tariffs below are a general guide and are 
subject to seasonal change. Junior, senior, peak season, and low-season rates are present at both locations.  
 

 

Wairakei International  
Nestled in 450 acres of lush rolling countryside 
and developed to meet the rigorous design 
standards required for world-class championship 
competition. Natural contours coupled with 6,414 
metres of championship tees and 180 bunkers 
have led to world acclaim. 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
18 holes  
from NZ$235 for NZ 
registered players.  
NZ$320 per international 
guest  
NZ$60 cart hire 
NZ$75 executive club hire 

   

 

Kinloch Signature 
The challenging course rambles across a 
dramatically undulating landscape punctuated by 
exposed rock, with contoured fairways specially 
conditioned for challenging ground play. A 
complimentary basket of balls for use on the 
range prior to your round is also provided. Note: 
closed on Christmas day.  

_______ 
 
Tariff 
18 holes from NZ$250 for 
New Zealand residents 
NZ$350 per guest  
NZ$50 cart hire 
NZ$60 executive club hire 
 

Hunting 
_______________ 
 
Available all year round with the possibility of good trophy heads. Bird hunting is seasonal and includes pheasant, duck, and 
quail, turkeys are plentiful and can be hunted at any time. Allow us to create a hunt to suit your specific requirements. 
 

Deer, ram & goat Turkey shooting 

The guided rate begins at NZ$2,250 including lunch  
for 1-2 guests, approximate trophy fees are shown below. 
• Deer – NZ$500 per animal  
• Arapawa Ram – NZ$1,000 per animal 
• Large Goat – NZ$750 per animal 
• Nanny Goats – free of charge 
• Representative Stag – start at NZ$1,500-$2,000 (usually 

available between March and July) 
• Trophy Stags in Estate Park – by negotiation with guide 

(Bronze/Silver SCI rated stags start at NZ$6,000) - 
usually available between March and July. 

NZ$950 for 4 hours, for 1-2 guests 
NZ$2,250 for 8 hours, including lunch, for 1-2 guests. 
 
An additional NZ$55 per turkey shot will be charged. 
Transport, hunting guide, firearms and ammunition are 
included. Local taxidermists can do justice to your 
trophy, fees are available on request. 
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Motorsports 
_______________ 
 

Formula Challenge 
The course is tailored to suit the complete novice or the experienced road car driver who wants a taste of 
what it is like to drive a Formula Challenge single-seater race car. Before you get behind the wheel, your 
Motorsport New Zealand qualified driving instructor will take you around the track to reinforce your earlier 
classroom tuition and familiarise you with the racetrack. No experience is required. Choose from a single 
seater race car or Holden or Ford V8 race car. 
 
Included in the price is, race and safety gear, tuition, 12 laps, podium presentation, Go Pro video and a 
completion certificate. 

• From NZ$590 per guest (damage indemnity waiver NZ$50 included) – 12 laps on Track 3 | Insurance 
Excess = NZ$300.00 

 

Go karting 
French built 390cc karts have the biggest engine of any recreational kart in the world and travel around the track 
at exhilarating speeds, enabling tight twists and turns, as well as opportunity to plant your foot on the opening 
straight. The Motorsport track has something for everyone. 
 

• From NZ$49 for 15 minutes per adult  
• NZ$25 for 10 minutes for children aged 5-13 years and under 139cm tall  

(seated in a smaller child’s kart) 
• NZ$35 for 10 minutes for children aged 5-13 years but 140cm tall and over  

(seated in an adult kart fitted with a limited speed mode) 
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Jet Boating 
_______________ 
 
Championed as one of New Zealand’s premiere thrill-seeking adventures, a jet boating tour takes guests 
skimming and spinning along the Waikato River and to the base of Huka Falls on one of the most action-
packed experiences in the region. Children must be over one metre tall in order to ride the Huka Falls Jet 
and the Rapids Jet. Life jackets are provided and spray jackets in cooler months. 
 
 

Huka Falls Jet  

Transfer – 20-minutes return 
Allow 1 hour for this 
excursion (including 
transfers) 
 

The 30-minute adrenalin-filled trip, skims close to cliffs and trees at an 
incredible 80km an hour. Get ready for the thrill of 360° spins as you 
make your way down to the Aratiatia dam and back to view from the base 
of the spectacular Huka Falls, all in a beautiful river environment. Safety is 
paramount and the drivers are experienced professionals. 
 

• From NZ$129 per adult 
• From NZ$89 per child (15 years and under) 
• From NZ$347 per family (2 adults and 2 children) 

 

Rapids Jet 

Boat – 35 minutes 
Transfers – 40-minutes 
return 
Allow 1 hour for this 
excursion (including 
transfers) 

Rapids Jet boasts the biggest and longest rapids that spill from the 
Aratiatia Dam daily. Shoot through narrow canyons, be exhilarated by the 
spin on crystal clear waters, spot a trout and surf the pressure waves of 
the awesome Nga Awapurua rapids. The riverbanks are lined with 
fantastic native bush and steaming hot springs. Trips depart to coincide 
with the release of water from the Aratiatia dam, four times daily.  
 

• NZ$129 per adult 
• NZ$75 per child (15 years and under) 
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Quad Bike 
Adventures 
_______________ 
 
Take an exciting Sportrax Safari (Suzuki LTZ 2WD 250cc quad) ride through farmland and scenic native 
bush on a farm located 20 minutes from Taupō. A variety of tours range from 1-3 hours, catering for both 
young and old with full training provided. Helmets, gloves and wet weather gear will be provided at an 
additional cost. 
 
Quad 
adventures 

• from NZ$150 1 hour – one bike/one guest (sports bike) 
• from NZ$215 2 hours – one bike/one guest (sports bike) 

Transfers • Road transfers take 20 minutes each way 
• from NZ$230 return transfer 

 

Ata Mai Cultural 
Experience 
_______________ 
 
According to Māori legend, Lake Taupō is the beating heart of the North Island. The chance to 
experience Taupō in the company of a Māori tribesperson is a rare and unforgettable privilege. 
 
Spend a half day or full day with Tom Loughlin, a descendant from Ngati Tuwharetoa, a local Māori tribe 
steeped in tradition and history. From arts, flora, fauna and food, the bespoke Ata Mai tour explores 
sacred practices passed down through generations and visits culturally significant tribal locations.  
 
Gain insight into the pre-European settlement of Aotearoa and the importance of Taupō as the North 
Island’s sacred heart. Both half day and full day tours include private transfers to and from Huka Lodge 
and a luncheon focused on traditional ingredients and flavours. 
 

• from NZ$1,240 for 1 – 3 guests (up to 4 hours) 
• from NZ$1,710 for 1 – 3 guests (up to 8 hours) 
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Bike Adventures  
_______________ 
 
A range of private mountain biking excursions exploring the wonderful scenery, bush and natural beauty of Lake Taupō 
are available – tailored to suit the novice rider wishing to enjoy a leisurely ride, through to those ready for the challenge 
of the odd hill or two. Late model, front suspension bikes, helmets and water are provided. Engagement of a qualified 
guide is recommended for their knowledge of the tracks, for safety reasons and for any running repairs on the day. 
 

 

Orakau to 
Kawakawa Bay trail  
Largely downhill, the trail follows the 
Orakau Stream and Harakeke wetland, 
through regenerating native bush 
down to Kawakawa Bay on the edge 
of Lake Taupō, where your private 
boat transfer awaits.  

_______ 
 
Duration 
Return journey: 3-4 hours in total 
Grade 3: Distance 10km 
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$1,055 for 1-2 guests  
Estimated Time: Cycling 1.5 hours, 
walking 2.5 hours 
 

 
 

Waihora Bay trail 
An extraordinarily scenic ride 
revealing expansive views of Lake 
Taupō. Pedal past vast stands of 
Kamari, through volcanic rock 
formations and the intriguing Echo 
Rock before descending to Waihora 
Bay. Previous mountain biking 
experience required.  
 

_______ 
 
Duration 
Return journey: 6 hours in total 
Grade 3: Distance 30km  
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$2,070 for 1-2 guests 
Estimated Time: Cycling 3-4 hours  

 

Ultimate ride & cruise 
The trail starts at Kinloch and winds to 
Kawakawa Bay, where you will be met 
by your private launch (after a cooling 
dip in the crystal-clear water if you 
wish). Once on board sit back, relax, 
and enjoy a sumptuous lunch whilst 
cruising the lake back to Taupō, with 
option to fish along the way.  

_______ 
 
Duration 
Estimated time: 5-6 hours 
Grade 3, good bike fitness required 
 
Guide Tariff 
Includes transfers, guide, private 3-
hour charter launch, cruise, trout 
fishing, fishing licences 
NZ$3,550 for 1-2 guests 
 

 

Aratiatia Dam to 
Huka Falls 
This ride is timed to coincide with the 
opening of the flood gates at the 
Aratiatia dam. Ride back along the 
scenic track past Huka Falls to finish 
at the lodge for a well-deserved drink. 

_______ 
 
Duration 
Estimate time: ride time is 1 hour 
and the return trip is 2.5 hours. 
Medium fitness required 
 
Guide Tariff 
NZ$815 for 1-2 guests 
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Adrenaline Experiences 
_______________ 
 

Bungy jumping 
The extreme sport of bungy jumping originated in New Zealand in 1988. At Taupō, adventurers leap  
150-feet from a platform over the Waikato River, upstream from Huka Falls. The colour of the water alone 
is enough to inspire you to take the leap. At 47 metres, its New Zealand’s highest water-touch bungy. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
NZ$185 – solo jump 
NZ$370 – tandem jump 
Transfer –40-minutes return 

 
The minimum weight for all jumps is 45kg. 
Tandem jumps, photos and videos available. 
 
 

Cliff-hanger 
Recently launched, the ‘Cliff-hanger’ adds another dimension to the plethora of adventure options 
available in Taupō. The swing itself is operated from a platform 43 metres above the Waikato River.  
Once fitted in a full body harness, the crew hook you up and it’s action time! It’s a brief countdown before 
the free fall thrill. Swinging over the beautiful Waikato River is something else and this ride lets you swing 
in a massive arc for 5-6 minutes. The winch takes care of your ride back to the platform. This experience 
reaches speeds of 70kph and the ride may be enjoyed solo or tandem. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
NZ$160 – solo swing 
NZ$310 – tandem swing 
 
Tandem jumps, photos, and videos available. 
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Tandem skydiving 
For thrill–seekers also keen for a view, skydiving in New Zealand is hard to beat. Lake Taupō has the 
largest commercial drop zone in the world and stunning views of volcanoes, forests, and lake itself. Taupō 
Tandem Skydiving was the first tandem sky dive operation in New Zealand and has operated every day 
(weather permitting) since 1992. High-fliers exit the plane up to 15,000 feet, followed by over one minute 
in free-fall. Not for the faint hearted, it’s an opportunity to experience the incomparable exhilaration of 
flying.  
 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
12,000 feet – NZ$279 per adult 
15,000 feet – NZ$359 per adult 
18,500 feet – NZ$399 per adult 
 
Weather permitting. A weight limit of 100kg applies for 
tandem passengers. 

  
 

Gliding  
Gliding is an exhilarating sport that utilises ‘lift’ sources generously provided by nature and Taupō is 
blessed with excellent conditions offering high altitude, long distance and long duration flights. Whilst the 
craft is being towed, enjoy spectacular views of Huka Falls, the Taupō township and Lake Taupō. The 
glider is released from tow at approx. 5000ft and after some instruction, there’s opportunity to take the 
controls and fly the glider. The experience offers an exhilarating sense of freedom, like a bird soaring. 
Once back on the ground, receive a certificate of completion to commemorate the flight. 
 

 

_______ 
 
Tariff 
NZ$250 per guest  
Transfer –40-minutes return  
Flight – 20-40 minutes 
 
A maximum weight limit of 100kg applies for this 
activity. 

  

https://www.newzealand.com/au/lake-taupo%2Bskydiving/
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White Water  
Rafting  
_______________ 
 
White water rafting is famed as New Zealand’s most popular outdoor adventure, offering the chance to 
feel the powerful force of pristine rivers and float past serene green wilderness. The nearby Tongariro 
River provides clear waters and a ride through native flora alongside dramatic volcanic cliffs. Rafters see 
abundant wildlife including lots of trout a well as the endangered native Whio Whio or blue duck. 
 
Professional river guides will lead the adventure and provide transfers as well as top-quality river apparel 
including a wetsuit, fleece sweater, life vest, swimming shoes and a helmet. Rafters should bring a 
swimsuit, change of clothes and a towel. Private tours are also available on request and include a gourmet 
Huka Lodge picnic hamper. Prices may vary depending on operator availability. 
 

Rafting New Zealand - Grade 3 
Raft the Tongariro River and experience New Zealand as it was 100 years ago. Float along the bubbling 
rapids fringed with native flora and beside volcanic cliffs keeping an eye out for wildlife, marine life and 
birdlife including the endangered native Whio Whio (blue duck). For those seeking an extra adrenaline 
buzz, there’s an option to walk up a side stream to jump off the hidden Puketarata waterfall into the river 
below. 
 
Departure times (subject to change) 
Summer  1 Nov– 15 Dec & 1 Mar–8 Apr 9am & 2pm  
Peak Season  15 Dec–28 Feb   9am & 2pm  
Winter   May–Oct   12pm 
 
• NZ$179 per adult 
• NZ$149 per child 
• Minimum age 13 years; children aged 10-12 years permitted if supervised by adult 1:1 ratio 
• Duration: approx. 5 hours 
• Private transfers are available from NZ$240 each way 
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Tongariro Family Fun - Grade 2 
This trip is all about splashing around and having fun while travelling through the beautiful lower section 
of the Tongariro River. A great option for families with younger children or those seeking a more leisurely 
style of adventure. 
 
Departure times (subject to change) 
Summer  (Nov–mid April)  10.15am & 3.15pm  
Peak Season  (15 Dec–28 Feb)  9.45am & 2.15pm  
Winter   (Apr–Oct)  1.15pm 
 
• From NZ$139 per adult  
• From NZ$119 per child  
• Duration: 3 hours from base-to-base 
• Minimum booking: 4 guests 
• Minimum age 5 years; children aged 3-4 years permitted if supervised by adult 1:1 ratio 
• Private transfer available from NZ$240 each way 
 

Tutea Falls – Grade 5 
For more experienced or courageous rafters, theTutea Falls on the Kaituna (Okere) River near Rotorua is 
the world’s highest commercially rafted waterfall, dropping an almighty seven metres. There is plenty of 
time to build anticipation and practice newly acquired skills in the rapids with two smaller waterfalls to 
descend before the big drop. 

There’s a reasonably high chance of the boat flipping at the base of the waterfall, however the rapids are 
followed by calm water, so there is ample time to right the boat and get all the rafters back in! Safety is 
paramount and ensured by expert guides. This tour is best suited to active travellers 13 years and over. 

Departure times (subject to change) 
Summer  9am, 12.30pm and 3.30pm 
 
• NZ$129 per person 
• Duration: approx. 4 hours from base-to-base 
• Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult 
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Kayaking 
_______________ 

 
Kayaks and stand-up-paddle boards are a wonderful way to explore the rivers and lakes at one’s own 
pace. Local operators provide a two-hour Waikato River tour as a taster, while a longer tour paddles 
alongside the giant Māori carvings at Lake Taupō. Trips are guided and full instruction and safety gear is 
provided (no experience necessary). A hat, sunglasses and sunscreen are activity essentials - swim wear 
and a towel are also recommended. 

 
Mine Bay rock carvings 
Glide past steep cliffs and traverse mini-inlets before sighting the ten-metre high Māori carvings at Mine 
Bay. Float peacefully along while the guide shares how the artwork came into being, along with insights 
into the cultural significance of the region.  On the return paddle, pause for refreshments and in the 
summertime, take the opportunity for a dip in the crystal-clear waters of beautiful Lake Taupō. 
 
Departure times: (subject to change) 
Summer  Nov–Mar 9.30am – 2.30pm  
Winter   Apr–Oct 9am 
 

• NZ$125 – per adult 
• NZ$626 – exclusive use with 1-2 guests 
• NZ$125 – per person for additional exclusive-use guests 
• Duration: approx. 4 hours per trip (3 hours on the water) 
• Closed on 25 December and 1 January 

 

Waikato River trip 
Enjoy a gentle two-hour kayak trip down Taupō’s spectacular Waikato River taking in the many scenic 
wonders along the way. Pause to watch the thrill-seekers jump from the bungy site above and during the 
warmer months, consider a swim in the river. In the winter months, a soak in the natural hot springs 
appeals. An easy grade activity suited for all ages including children. 
 
Departure times: (subject to change) 
Summer  Nov-Mar 9am, 12pm, 3pm 
Winter  Apr-Oct  2.30pm 
 

• NZ$75 – per adult 
• NZ$55 –per child (4 - 12 years) 
• NZ$373 exclusive use for 1-2 guests. 
• NZ$99 per person for additional exclusive-use guests. 
• Duration: 2 hours 
• Closed Sundays and on 25 December and 1 January 
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Private Tours 
_______________ 
 
Many guests value the option of private touring, ensuring an experience of Lake Taupo and surrounds in 
the exclusive company of immediate fellow travellers, be they family and or friends. Guests on private 
tours have the luxury of touring at their own pace, following an itinerary tailored to specific interests. 
Advance bookings are essential. 
 

Discover Rotorua 
tour 
 
 

An hour’s drive from Huka Lodge lies the city of Rotorua, famous for 
its picturesque lake and geothermal springs. The exclusive guided 
Discover Rotorua itinerary may be undertaken on a half or full day 
basis and includes some of New Zealand’s best adventure activities 
such as a mountain-biking tour through the Whakarewarewa Forest 
and a rafting trip down the Kaituna River, home to one of the world’s 
highest commercially rated waterfalls, Tutea Falls. Enjoy lunch aboard 
a privately chartered catamaran while cruising Lake Rotoiti – there’s 
also option to soak in the lake’s therapeutic geothermal pools, 
accessible only by boat. 
 

• NZ$6,114.00 for 1-3 guests 
• NZ$6,882.00 for 4-5 guests 
• Duration: Full Day - allow 8-9 hours  

 

Napier & Hastings 
tour 

Take a trip to the ‘Napa Valley’ of New Zealand on the east coast of 
the North Island. A full-day is needed to visit this rich and fertile 
region and lunch at a well-known vineyard is a must-do. Visit the city 
of Napier, renowned as the art deco capital of the world, after its 
extensive redevelopment in 1931 following an earthquake. Walk 
among the colony of gannets at Cape Kidnappers or explore the 
town with its artist studios and antique shops. 
 

• Full day from NZ$1,480, with wine trail for up to 6 guests 
• Duration: 4 hours return 

 
Additional charges apply for admission fees, lunch or optional wine 
tastings. All tours and transfers are quoted on an individual basis. 
Prices may vary depending on individual requirements and operator 
availability. 
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Land Transfer Services  
_______________ 
 
Auckland International Airport / City to Taupō (3 hours) 
• From NZ$1,120   
Rotorua Airport to Taupō (1 hour) 
• NZ$410 
Napier Airport to Taupō (2 hours) 
• NZ$830 
Cape Kidnappers to Taupō (2.5 hours) 
• NZ$830 
Cape Kidnappers to Taupō (incl. 2 hour sightseeing)  
• NZ$1,200 
Grand Chateau to Taupō (1 hour & 20 minutes) 
• NZ$455 
Solitaire Lodge/Treetops to Taupō (1 hour & 20 minutes) 
• NZ$450 
Wellington / Wharekauhau Lodge to Taupō (4 hours & 40 minutes) 
• NZ$1,600 
Kinloch to Taupō (20 minutes) 
• NZ$185 one way 
Sightseeing  
• NZ$185 per hour for 1-6 guests 
 

Helicopter Transfers  
_______________ 
 
Helicopter charters are available from Auckland and offer a thrilling aerial arrival or departure to the 
visually spectacular Taupō region. Helicopters land on-site at Huka Lodge, allowing an easy stroll to one’s 
suite. Aviation law requires provision of the combined passenger weight, number of bags and weight of 
luggage at time of booking. 
 
Auckland Airport to Huka Lodge 
 

From NZ$10,178 for 1-5 guests  

With an approximate flight time of 1 hour and 15-minutes, there’s ample time to enjoy the countryside on 
the aerial journey to Huka Lodge or back to Auckland International Airport. Follow New Zealand’s largest 
river with great views of the hydro-electric dams, forests and lush farmland along the route.  
 
Sky Care Meet and Greet Service 
 

From NZ$398  

An exclusive ground handling service and lounge facilities are available at Auckland Airport, including 
personal greeting on arrival and escort through customs and on to the waiting aircraft. 
 
Auckland City (Mechanics Bay) to Huka Lodge From NZ$11,320 for 1-5 guests  

Lift off from Mechanics Bay, Auckland City for the 1 hour and 15-minute trip to the lodge (or return), taking 
in bird’s-eye views of the spectacular scenery en route. 
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Local Attractions 
_______________ 
 

Lilliput Farm Lilliput is an enchanting piece of New Zealand farmland, presenting 
an experience of Kiwi culture for children, animal lovers and adults 
alike. Hand feed over 25 different species of animals and birds as you 
wander over 10 acres. Bring a picnic and the spend day! Make sure to 
have a cuddle with the babies in the barn before leaving. Open daily 
and admission fee applies. 

Indoor rock  
climbing  

The Taupō Events Centre Rock Wall is an all-weather climbing wall 
for new to advanced climbers. Standing 12 metres high, the wall is a 
fun and challenging activity for all. The climbs are graded from 12 to 
29 and are constantly changed so the challenge never ends. Qualified 
instructors are on hand to offer valuable advice and assist with 
technique. Please enquire at Reception for opening times. 

Craters of the  
Moon 

Located close to Huka Lodge and accessible off SH1, Craters of the 
Moon (‘Karapiti’) is an active geothermal field. The terrain is filled with 
exposed steam vents and is constantly shifting, collapsing and 
reforming. Thermal mud pools bubble away and plants not normally 
native to the area thrive in the hot and partly noxious environment. 
Boardwalks and pathways lead visitors safely through the area, 
making sure the fumes and hot temperatures around the steam vents 
pose no danger. With its desolate moonscape and clouds of swirling 
steam, Craters of the Moon is a formidable example of the inner 
earth’s fiery inferno bursting forth. A fee for entry applies. 

Mountain 
bike tracks 

Around the edges of the Craters of the Moon, lie some of the best 
mountain biking trails in New Zealand, not all of which are obvious at 
first glance. There are pockets of brilliant flowing trails designed by 
the Taupō Bike Club. The pumice soil and wind and rain protection of 
the forest make for great year-round riding. Novice riders just starting 
out will find the ‘Tourist Trap’ and ‘Ferret’ trails suitably challenging. 
For seasoned pros, riding the likes of the ‘Better than P’ and ‘Grinder’ 
trails will set a new benchmark for mountain biking experiences. 

Ruapehu Sky  
Waka Gondola 

Journey into the clouds on New Zealand’s most unique gondola 
experience. Situated within the UNESCO dual world heritage 
Tongariro National Park, Sky Waka travels 1.8kms through one of the 
North Island’s most rugged and spectacular landscapes on 
Whakapapa, Mt Ruapehu. Please enquire at reception for opening 
times and prices. Duration: 3 hours return including transfers. 
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Booking &  
Cancellation Policy 
_______________ 

• A booking fee is included in all prices quoted, which are subject to change without notice.  
• Prices are subject to change without notice. 
• If an activity cancelled within 30 days of activity departure, a cancellation fee of 10% will be applicable  
• If an activity cancelled within two weeks of activity departure, a cancellation fee of 100% may be applicable. 
• Helicopter bookings cancelled within five days of the flight will result in a cancellation fee of 50% of the entire booking 

cost. Cancellations within 48 hours or less will incur a 100% cancellation fee of the entire booking cost. Should the 
operator cancel due to weather or volcanic activity, please note that no cancellation fee will apply. 

• Please note you may need to sign an indemnity form with the individual operators. 
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